New Mexico Division of Vocational

Rehabilitation Hearing Officer Training
GOAL:  To provide Impartial Hearing Officers with the legal and practical tools they need to conduct pre-hearing conferences and hearings, to rule on motions and objections and to prepare legally sound and organized decisions.

Tuesday, October 19, 2010

AGENDA
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
TOPIC:  Opening remarks, overview of agenda and materials and administrative tasks
Presenters:  Tim Gardner, Esq., DRNM Staff Attorney
         Barbara A. Michael, Esq., NMDVR Staff Attorney

9:00 a.m. – 9:20 a.m. 
TOPIC:  State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) State Plan
Presenter:    Deborah Bransford, Rehabilitation 
                     Counselor, NMDVR State Office

9:20 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. 
TOPIC:   Independent Living State Plan
Presenter:   Gary Beene, Former Director of NMDVR

_____________________________________________________________

B  R  E  A  K:  9:40 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

_____________________________________________________________

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

TOPIC:   Manual of Operating Procedures (MOP) and 
               Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling Practices
Presenters:  Bernadine Chavez, Coordinator, DRNM,

                     Karen Provine, Staff Development 
                          Specialist, NMDVR
         Leslie White, Staff Development 

  Coordinator, NMDVR          
L  U N C H:  12:00 p.m. 1:15 p.m. _____________________________________________________________
1:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
TOPIC:  The Public Vocational Rehabilitation Process, Parts 1, II and III

-Overview of the Federally Required Vocational 
 Rehabilitation Process

-Due Process Requirements

-The Role of the Hearing Officer

-Eligibility for Vocational Rehabilitation Services and 
 Order of Selection

PRESENTER:  David Hutt, J. D., Ph.D. 

                           Staff Attorney and Trainer 
                           for National Disabilities Rights Network

B  R E A K:    15-20 MINUTES AT A TIME AGREED UPON BETWEEN TRAINER AND AUDIENCE

WEDNESDAY

OCTOBER 20, 2010

AGENDA

PRESENTER:  DAVID HUTT FOR THE ENTIRE DAY, EXCEPT FOR THE PORTION ON INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES—TO BE PRESENTED BY MS. AMY SCHERER
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.  

TOPIC:  The Vocational Rehabilitation Process, Part III, 

              Cont.

              -Employment Outcomes and the Individualized 

               Plan for Employment (IPE)

              -Maximization

              -Vocational Rehabilitation Services to Individuals

              -Who Pays—An Overview

              -Vocational Rehabilitation Services Record

              -Case Closure

              -Question Exercise and Discussion (only for 

hearing officers—all other audience participants must leave)
_____________________________________________________________
B R E A K:  As agreed upon between trainer and audience members

_____________________________________________________________
L U N C H: 12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2010 - AGENDA CONT.

1:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

TOPIC:  The Vocational Rehabilitation Process, Part III, Cont.

                -Comparable Benefits

               -Financial Needs Tests

               -Cost of Services (Fee Schedules)

               -Social Security Ticket to Work Program

TOPIC:   Independent Living Services 

(Presenter:  Ms. Amy Scherer, Disability Advocacy Specialist for the Vocational Rehabilitation and Client Assistance Program)
TOPIC:   Scenario Exercises and Discussion (only for 

                Hearing Officers—all other audience members 

                must leave the room) 

_____________________________________________________________

B R E A K:  As agreed upon between trainer and audience members  
THURSDAY

OCTOBER 21, 2010

AGENDA

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

TOPIC:  State rules for conducting administrative hearings

               -when to swear-in witnesses and who must be 

                 Sworn-in

               -ex-parte communications

               -conducting and controlling pre-hearing 

                conferences and hearings

               -state rules for conducting hearings

               -subpoenas 

               -establishing deadlines

               -technical assistance for hearing officers

               -decision writing (in concert with David Hutt’s 

                 presentation)
               -tips for administrative hearing officers

               -general questions

Presenter:  Margaret Kegel, Esq., Former District Court Judge and Hearing Officer At The First Judicial District Court, Santa Fe, Los Alamos and Rio Arriba Counties

_____________________________________________________________

B R E A K:  As agreed upon between trainer and audience members

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Wrap-up with Barbara 
4

