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Lucy Birbiglia 
Impartial Hearing Officer

Lucy Birbiglia holds Masters Degrees in Social Work and English from New York University. She is a Licensed Independent social Worker (LISW) for the State of New Mexico. Ms. Birbiglia has created, developed, implemented, and managed successful programs which provided independent community living, service coordination, employment, and emergency services for people with all types of disabilities. She has managed budgets of $2.2 million. Ms. Birbiglia has planned conferences and given presentations at conferences. She has developed and taught classes at the college level. Ms. Birbiglia serves on community boards and councils, including the Albuquerque Transit Advisory Board of which she is president and the American Council of the Blind of New Mexico of which she is president.

 Ms. Birbiglia is currently working as a counselor in the Special Services Office at Central New Mexico Community College. She has a private social work practice and works as a consultant.

 Marina A. Cordova
Impartial Hearing Officer

Mrs. Cordova, a native of Santa Fe, is a graduate of the New Mexico School for the Visually Handicapped (NMSVH) and Alamogordo High School.  Marina began actively lobbying for legislative initiatives on behalf of the blind in Washington, D.C., since the age of sixteen.  As a high school student, Marina advised the Alamogordo High School Principal concerning ADA compliance and summer-interned for Mayor Martin Chavez, assisting with the direction of public relations for the city of Albuquerque.  

A self-starter and always seeking a challenge, Marina attended Trinity College, in Hartford, Connecticut, majoring in Political Science, while simultaneously studying Elementary Education at St. Joseph’s College in East Hartford.  Marina interned for Senator Christopher Dodd in Washington, D.C., analyzing and writing policy for the Subcommittee on Children and Families.  Trinity College awarded her the William Cotter Academic Congressional Scholarship in recognition of her academic and community achievements.  

Throughout undergraduate studies, Marina actively lobbied at the state and federal levels concerning education, vocational rehabilitation, social security, and transportation laws.  In addition, she worked with Cabinet Members, Governor John Rowland of Connecticut, state and federal legislators, and several organizations addressing various initiatives for the disabled.  As the Director of Government Relations for the Federation of the Blind of Connecticut, Marina successfully lobbied for the passage of Braille literacy legislation within one legislative session.

Mrs. Cordova attended Northeastern University School of Law in Boston.  Marina chose Northeastern due to its unique public interest oriented curriculum and co-op program, which requires students to complete four full time eleven-week internships.  Active in the legal community, Mrs. Cordova participated in the Stanley Jones Clean Slate Project, a program that studies and establishes policies and programs to effectively assist ex-offenders with obtaining employment.  Marina also interned for the Massachusetts Attorney General, assisting victims with litigation concerning civil rights violations and hate crimes.  Mrs. Cordova participated in regulation and litigation of the tobacco industry in her law school’s Tobacco Control Legal Clinic.  Her internship for Superior Court Justice Raymond Brassard allowed further exposure to civil and criminal litigation in the areas of commercial law, real estate law, medical malpractice, family, and criminal law.  Also during law school, Marina served as an editor of The Batterer as Parent, a briefing book to educate family court judges and attorneys on domestic violence as it intersects with the family law process and decision making.  Marina completed her legal studies with a six month internship at Lone Star Legal Aid in Texas, assisting in all matters of domestic relations, including divorce, domestic violence, child custody and support, property division, division of retirement funds, power of attorney, guardianship, and adoptions.

Since her return to New Mexico, Mrs. Cordova has established her own firm and practices in the areas of family law, estate planning and administration, special education law, commercial law, real estate, and collections.  Marina has been actively involved with parent consumer organizations, the state legislature, educators, and the Public Education Department, working toward collaboration between the groups to establish a legislative committee focusing specifically on disability issues and to improve special education in New Mexico.  Marina lives in the Santa Fe area. 
Marcie Davis 
Impartial Hearing Officer

Marcie Davis is the Chief Executive Officer of Davis Innovations, a research and organizational development consulting firm. She is a nationally recognized victim assistance and disability advocate and trainer who leads a diverse staff in providing program development, management, training, technical writing, mediation, grant writing, research and evaluation services to local, state, federal, and tribal governments and NGOs.

 

She has a Bachelor of Science in Paralegal Studies and a Master of Library Science, both from the University of Southern Mississippi. The recipient of numerous business, government and non-profit sector awards, Ms. Davis is someone who is very generous with her time—she speaks, volunteers, trains, and writes passionately to raise awareness and effect change.

 

Her many publications include: The SANE Response to Persons with Paralysis, Working Like Dogs: The Service Dog Guidebook, and a Law Enforcement Guide for Working with Children with Autism, Intellectual and Communication Disabilities. Ms. Davis is accompanied by her assistance dog, Whistle. 
Jill Douglass

Jill Douglass is the Associate Vice President for Academic Support and Student Retention at Santa Fe Community College.  In this position, Ms. Douglass oversees seven departments as well as student conduct and retention initiatives.  Before going to Santa Fe Community College in 1990, Ms. Douglass for the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation as a Counselor in the Santa Fe field office.  

Christine Hall 
Impartial Hearing Officer

Christine Hall was born in Los Angeles, California and at the age of 11 was diagnosed with an eye disease known as iritis, an inflammation of the iris.  She was married at the age of 18 after graduating from high school with no plans to attend college.  The marriage turned out to be a mistake and after 14 months Christine separated from her husband and filed for a divorce.  She was two months pregnant when she separated from the marriage, and her daughter was born after she turned 20 years old.  During this time period, she was declared legally blind due to complications from the original diagnosis of iritis.  She then began researching possibilities on how she could become gainfully employed and to support herself and her daughter as a legally blind person. As a result of the research, she discovered the California State Department of Rehabilitation where she learned she could attend college as a blind person and work toward a BA degree.  She was inspired by her rehabilitation teacher, who was her first contact with the department, and decided her goal was to be a rehabilitation teacher for the blind.  Christine obtained a BA Degree in Social Welfare in 1967.  Upon graduation with her BA Degree, she began applying for jobs and was rejected many times because of her blindness.  However, in time and with much persistence, she began working as a coordinator of a small one person office providing information and resources to callers related to blindness.  This job led to her full time employment as a social worker for the Los Angeles County Department of Social Services in 1968.  Eventually she obtained a position with the California State Department of Vocational Rehabilitation as a rehabilitation teacher at the end of 1974.  After working in this position for two and a half years she was promoted to the job of VR Counselor for the Blind with the CSDVR.

In 1984 she re-married and moved to Honolulu, Hawaii where she was an entrepreneur for a time and eventually began teaching blind adults independent living skills.  Christine moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico in September, 1991 and was hired by the New Mexico Commission for the Blind to manage the Independent Living/Older Blind Program.  She retired from this position at the end of December, 1996.

Since her retirement, she has served on various boards and councils related to rehabilitation, is a Regent for the New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, was the interim Executive Director for the Independent Living Resource Center in Albuquerque, and is currently President of the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico.

With respect to other interests and activities, Christine is a long-time practitioner of meditation, a Yoga student, loves to travel, hike, read, go to movies and has begun to learn to play the piano.  One of her great loves is dogs, and she has just completed training with her fourth Seeing Eye dog, Tessa.  
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