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Independent Living

Title VII

Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended
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Part A: General Provisions

· Sec. 701 – Purpose

· Sec. 702 – Definitions 

· Sec. 703 – Eligibility for receipt of services

· Sec. 704 – State Plan

· Sec. 705 – Statewide Independent Living Council

· Sec. 706 – Responsibilities of Commissioner
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Part B: Independent Living Services

· Sections 711 -714 stipulate how funds are allocated to states for the development and delivery of Independent Living Services.

· In New Mexico the DSU receives and matches these funds.  The DSU then enters into contracts with various CILs around the state to provide Independent Living Services. 

· $250,000
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Part C: Centers for Independent Living

· Sections 721-727 stipulate how funds are allocated directly to Centers for Independent Living for the delivery of Independent Living Services.

· In New Mexico three centers (New Vistas, The Ability Center, and Independent Living Resource Center) receive Part C funding. 

· $784,879
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Chapter 2: Independent Living Services for Older Individuals Who are Blind

· Sections 751-753 stipulate how funds are allocated to states for the development and delivery of I.L. Services to older individuals who are blind.

· In New Mexico these funds are allocated to and administered by the New Mexico Commission for the Blind.

· $225,000
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State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL)

Template driven document

· Part I: Assurances

· Part II:  Narrative

· Goals, Objective, and Activities; Scope of Services; Design of Statewide Network of Centers; Designed State Unit; Statewide Independent Living Council; Service Provider Requirements; Evaluation; State Imposed Requirements.

Available at:  www.nmsilc.org
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Statewide Independent Living Council

· Section 705 – Statewide Independent Living Council

· Each state must establish a SILC in order to be eligible to receive funding from Title VII.

· The SILC cannot be established as an entity within a state agency.

· The membership is appointed by the Governor, but there are composition requirement stipulated in the federal regulations (34CFR364.21)
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Duties of the SILC

· (1)  Jointly develop and sign (in conjunction with the DSU) the State plan required by section 704 of the Act and (364.20;

· (2)  Monitor, review, and evaluate the implementation of the State plan;

· (3)  Coordinate activities with the State Rehabilitation Advisory Council established under section 105 of the Act and councils that address the needs of specific disability populations and issues under other Federal law;

· (4)  Ensure that all regularly scheduled meetings of the SILC are open to the public and sufficient advance notice is provided; and

· (5)  Submit to the Secretary all periodic reports as the Secretary may reasonably request and keep all records, and afford access to all records, as the Secretary finds necessary to verify the periodic reports.
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Important Regulations

· 34CFR364.43(e)

· 34CFR364.58

· 34CFR365.21(a)

· 34CFR365.30

· 34CFR365.31

· 34CFR366.50(j)

· Title VII implementing regulations available at: http://www.bcm.edu/ilru/html/publications/rehab/index.html
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34CFR364.43(e)

· (e)  If the State contracts with or awards a grant to a center for the general operation of the center, the State shall delegate to the center the determination of an individual's eligibility for services from that center.  If the State contracts with or awards a grant to a third party to provide specific IL services, the State may choose to delegate to the IL service provider the determination of eligibility for these services and the development of an IL plan for individuals who receive these services.
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34CFR364.58

· Each service provider shall‑‑
· (a)  Establish policies and procedures that an individual may use to obtain review of decisions made by the service provider concerning the individual's request for IL services or the provision of IL services to the individual; and

· (b)  Use formats that are accessible to inform each individual who seeks or is receiving IL services from the service provider about the procedures required by paragraph (a) of this section.

· (Authority:  29 U.S.C. 711(c))

Slide 12

34CFR365.21(a)

· (a)  In providing IL services as required under section 704(e) of the Act and 34 CFR 364.43(b), a State may use funds provided under this part to provide directly, or through grants or contracts, the following IL core services:

· (1)  Information and referral services.

· (2)  IL skills training.

· (3)  Peer counseling, including cross‑disability peer counseling.

· (4)  Individual and systems advocacy.
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34CFR365.31

· (a)  The DSU shall develop, establish, make available to the public, maintain, and implement written minimum standards for the provision of--

· (1)  IL services to be met by service providers that are not centers; and

· (2)  Specialized IL services to individuals with significant disabilities by centers under a contract with the DSU.

· (b)  The minimum standards developed pursuant to paragraph (a)(2) of this section may differ from the standards and assurances in section 725 of the Act and Subparts F and G of 34 CFR Part 366.

· (c)  The DSU shall assure that participating service providers meet all applicable State licensure or certification requirements.
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34CFR366.50(j)

· (j)  Individuals with significant disabilities who are seeking or receiving services at the center will be notified by the center of the existence of, the availability of, and how to contact the client assistance program;

