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Population

70,682 students with hearing impairments, ages 6 – 21, have Individual Education Plans (IEP).
Educational Environments

86.5 percent (61,123) of all students with hearing impairments and IEPs are in public schools.  

62 percent of those students with hearing impairments and IEPs who are in public schools spend more than 80 percent of their time in the regular classroom. Another 20 percent of those students spend between 40 and 79 percent of their time in the regular classroom.
Data collected by the U.S. Department of Education under IDEA only includes those students with hearing impairments who have IEPs.  It does not include those students who are deaf and hard of hearing and who do not have IEPs, even if they are receiving accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act in their schools.  This count also doesn’t include those students who are deaf-blind. 

Exiting Data

	
	Children with Disabilities (14-21) leaving with diploma
	Children with Hearing Impairments and IEPs leaving with diploma 
	Children with Disabilities (14-21) leaving due to dropping out
	Children with Hearing Impairments and IEPs leaving due to dropping out

	National 
	59%
	43%
	26%
	5%

	State Range
	14% to 79%
	
	10% to 40%
	


Of the 6,539 students with hearing impairments exiting high school in the 2007 – 2008 academic year—
· 2,936 received diplomas, 

· 737 received IEP certificates, 

· 466 dropped out.

Students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing in Postsecondary Programs
· About 468,000 students who are deaf and hard of hearing currently attending college

· Of these students, about 123,000 students are deaf 

· Between two-thirds and three-quarters will not complete their degree program

Having clear and purposeful academic and career goals is a predictor of success for students who are deaf and attending post-secondary institutions.
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